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don: advantage was taken of them. But whatever the explana-
tion and excuses offered for their condition, no practical effort
to-day can afford to ignore the character and quality of the
people whose advancement is wanted. Few persons dare venture
to assess the quality and potentialities of any people in whatever
stage of social development, but considerations of the character
of a people are relevant in any estimate of the pace that can be
made in accelerating their practice of direct responsibility in
social and political affairs in the modern world. And while it is
important and desirable that change should be made with
goodwill and agreement, frequently progress is impeded as a
result of consultation and collaboration with people who are
ignorant and steeped in reactionary tradition.

But there are other considerations which should be weighed
when social improvements are being sought. When services of
social benefit are being created, how far can they be made to
depend on the people's own effort and their co-operation?
Should all necessary services in a community be sustained from
a dependency's own resources, or how far should such services
extend if economic resources cannot provide them? Is it practic-
able to call on British assistance and personnel without weaken-
ing colonial self-respect? These considerations will be answered
variously in different places, but they are of some significance
when social advance is being planned, and when, on the spot,
the situation has to be sized and a line of action determined.

It is important that in the unfolding of colonial policy the
self-respect of the people concerned should be preserved. Too
much dependence on outside sources of income may not only
sap integrity and responsibility, and possibly prejudice the
growth of self-responsibility in government, but it may tend
to weaken the moral fibre of a people, create a dependence
which lessens self-respect and make people feel as "poor rela-
; tions" inside the larger group. In the realities of the colonial
scene, such matters are often difficult to handle. One thing,-
however, is certain. In the light of experience in many modern
countries and the growth of modern scientific knowledge,